
 
 
 
 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

 
NEXT MEETING:  
Date:    January 14, 2010 (Second Thursday in January!) 
Time:   7:00pm 
Location:  UF Agricultural Extension Center 
   Paul Russell Road, Tallahassee 
PROGRAM:   Mounting Orchids and Other Plants 
Presenter:  Carlos Fernandez 
Other Activities: Raffle, Refreshments, and Answer to the Quiz Corner 
 

 
DECEMBER MEETING/DINNER  

 

 
 
It was the perfect party:  a lovely setting, 
delicious food, and convivial guests.  The 
Tallahassee Orchid Society 2009 Christmas 
dinner on Thursday, December 3, was a 
rousing success according to all who 
attended.  Special thanks must be extended 
to Jeff and Lisa Ard for hosting us in their 
gorgeous Victorian-style home east of 
Tallahassee.  Situated on 23 acres, and 

richly decorated for Christmas inside and 
out, it created the perfect mood for a great 
party.  The table fairly groaned with a wide 
variety of tasty food; we may spend most of 
our time fussing over our orchids, but our 
ladies definitely know their way around the 
kitchen.  Oh, and Walt Wager, as well; he 
prepared the wonderful black-eyed peas 
everyone liked so much.  And here we 
thought he was just another pretty face!   
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Speaking of pretty faces, there were lots of 
them at the dinner wreathed in smiles and 
holiday cheer.  The highlight of the evening 
was the opportunity to tour Jeff's remarkable 
greenhouse.  He was extremely gracious 
about taking groups down the hill to look 
through his greenhouse.  Jeff has many 
unusual varieties of orchids, and a number 
of his plants were in bloom and in spike.  
Those who attended the November silent 
auction were interested in seeing the giant 
phalaenopsis he bought in spike; the blooms 
were open and absolutely lovely.   The 
vandas hanging in the center were a sight to 
behold; there must have been at least a 
couple of dozen plants, each one with roots 
several feet long.  The greenhouse itself is a 
work of art.  Jeff says it was a framework 
for a carport.  He added windows at both 
ends, corrugated covering, and a grid of pipe 
for hanging pots.  It is both functional and 
beautiful, and his healthy, happy orchids 
attest to the fact that it is a smashing 
success.  
 

 
 
The Executive Committee will be meeting 
this month to continue the planning for a 
dynamite year in 2010.  Please feel free to 
call or email any of your officers with 
suggestions or requests for things you would 
like to see us do in 2010.  We are working to 
develop a 12-month plan for programs, and 
we would love to have your suggestions for 
program topics and other activities you 
would like us to undertake.  Remember that 
this is your society, and it will continue to 

grow and improve only with your ideas and 
participation.  In the meantime, have a 
joyful and blessed Christmas and happy new 
year, and join us for the January meeting, 
which has been rescheduled to the second 
Thursday, January 14, 2010.    
 

 
 

NEED A RIDE? 
 

If you need a ride to and from the meeting, 
or are willing to assist a member or 
members with transportation, please call Jo 
Ann at (850) 228-3399, day or evening. 
 
 

FROM THE OVAL GREENH OUSE… 
 
We’ve had a productive year in the Society, 
with some great programs, enthusiastic new 
members, and a most generous donation of 
orchids by Dr. Ralph Dougherty.  It will 
soon be time for me to turn over the reins to 
a new president, and I want to thank 
everyone who helped me during my term, 
especially Pam Stevens.  I hope that each of 
you will give some serious thought to either 
serving in an office or nominating someone 
you feel will do a great job for the Society.  
Our existing executive committee has been 
working for some time to plan for 2010 so 
that each meeting will include an interesting 
program, an intermission with refreshments, 
and a raffle.  Please give them your support 
and offer your ideas, as well as making 
plans to help with the show in April.  I want 
to express my personal appreciation as well 



as the thanks of the entire club to Jeff and 
Lisa Ard for hosting us so outstandingly in 
their lovely home for our Christmas dinner.  
It was a great party, to say the least!  I also 
want to pass along condolences from 
everyone to Bill and Nancy Schildt on the 
recent death of her mother – it was 
wonderful to see you at the dinner, and we 
were all so grateful that you joined us under 
the circumstances.  Lastly, I wish each of 
you the love, laughter, and joy of this special 
holiday season, and a bumper crop of 
blooms! 
 
David Horton, President 
 
 

ORCHID OFFERINGS  
 
ORCHIDS FOR SALE-Many different 
varieties and more than 500 plants to choose 
from, many in bloom or in spike.  For 
further information contact John McKinnon 
at (850) 379-8220 or 
piperjohnmckinnon@hotmail.com. 
 
FOR SALE-Three white ladies crinolines, 
size 8.  Two gently worn, one brand new.  
Perfect under a wedding dress, formal, or for 
a costume.  All three for $15.  Contact Jo 
Ann @ (850) 228-3399. 
 
GROW LIGHT RACKS-Three rolling grow 
light racks, each holds 4-48" fluorescent 
tubes-good condition, may need new tubes-
$150 each.  Contact Glenn Sponholtz @ 
(850) 562-0829. 
 
DOSKOCIL SKY KENNEL-Large kennel 
holds pet up to 50 lbs-dimensions 27x21x20.  
Cost new $100, sell for $25.  Contact Jo 
Ann @ (850) 228-3399. 
 
Let the Society help you reclaim your 
garage.  Submit your ads, they need not be 
orchid-related, to Jo Ann at 
jaicleve@peaceablekingdoms.com.

 
 

TIP OF THE LIP  
 

If you grow your vandas in baskets and they 
need a little extra moisture, here's something 
you can try.  Use a pencil, tweezers, or a 
chopstick to carefully insert some coco fibre 
around the roots.  This is effective in 
keeping the roots a little damper without the 
sogginess of sphagnum moss.  You have to 
be extremely careful to avoid damaging the 
roots, and you need to keep the fibre loose 
so that there is still good air circulation.  
Coco fibre is available at Esposito’s for $6 
for a large piece which is easily shredded as 
needed. 
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What is the largest genera of  
orchids and approximately how 
many species are there?   
 
 
 
 
Get the answer at the January 
meeting, Thursday, the 14th, at 
7:00 p.m. 



WHAT’S BLOOMIN G
 

 

Oncidium Colmanara Wildcat ‘Doris’  

Purple Epidendrum 

Sharry Baby Oncidium via Carlos Fernandez 
¡Mil Gracias! 

Unknown (but 
spectacular!) Cattleya 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[See your bloom table 
contribution featured 
here next month!] 


