
 
 
 
 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

 
NEXT MEETING:  
Date:    February 11, 2010 (Second Thursday in February!) 
Time:   7:00pm 
Location:  UF Agricultural Extension Center 
   Paul Russell Road, Tallahassee 
PROGRAM:   Practical Orchid  Growing Under Lights 
Presenter:  Jo Ann Cleveland 
Other Activities: Raffle, Refreshments, and Answer to the Quiz Corner 
 

 
The January meeting of the Tallahassee 
Orchid Society was held on the second 
Thursday of the month due to a scheduling 
conflict, and the February meeting will be 
the second Thursday for the same reason.  
Despite the extremely cold weather, there 
was excellent attendance and everyone 
seemed to be in good spirits.  We were 
pleased to welcome Renee Bynum, who 
came all the way from Panama City to be 
with us, and has now joined our happy band 
of orchid nuts!  There were moans and other 
expressions of pain, however, when 
someone mentioned the cost of heating a 
greenhouse, much less a home, during the 
unusually frigid weather.  Even so, members 
brought their blooming orchids and the 
bloom table was a gorgeous sight.   
 

 
 
There being no old business, President 
David Horton opened the meeting with the 
election of officers.  Those of you who did 
not attend the meeting will be surprised to 
learn that you are now officers in the club!  
Seriously, though, Charlie Cleveland was 
elected President, Jo Ann Cleveland agreed 
to accept the position of both Vice-President 
and Secretary, Pam Stevens had expressed 
her desire some time ago to continue as 
Treasurer (she is also our Show Chairman), 
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Carlos Fernandez is in charge of the web 
page, and Teresa Coates will continue as 
Co-Program Chairman along with Pam 
Stevens.  David expressed his sincere 
appreciation to everyone for the help and 
support he has received during his term of 
office, and especially singled out Pam 
Stevens for her unfailing dedication to the 
club and its activities.  There was general 
agreement among the members present that 
this was an excellent slate of officers and 
that we could look forward to a busy, 
successful, and productive year.   
 

 
Phaiocalanthe grown by Ann Prescott 
 
Pam Stevens asked that the members present 
consider and vote on a slogan/theme for the 
upcoming show.  She explained that the 
executive board was leaning toward a theme 
based on ecology, orchid preservation, and 
the re-introduction of orchid species where 
the natural population has been decimated.  
This idea was warmly received, and a lively 
discussion followed, with the following 
slogans being suggested:  Orchids have been 
green forever; "Green" your life with 
orchids; Orchids forever; and Strangely 
beautiful.  The clear winner was "Orchids 
Forever," which should provide a wide 
umbrella for including many aspects of 
ecology and habitat preservation as they 
relate to orchids.  Pam went on to explain 
that she was in the process of contacting a 
horticultural scientist at the University of 
Florida whose specialty is orchid habitat 
preservation, propagation of native orchids, 
and re-introduction of native orchids where 

possible.  The University of Florida has an 
active program devoted to orchid 
preservation, and we hope to be able to have 
this expert present for the show with a 
display and materials, and also to present a 
program for the club.  
 
President Horton did a great job of being 
Karnak the Magnificent as he passed the 
mysterious silver envelope across his 
forehead and pronounced that the answer to 
the December Quiz Corner was either a pink  
cattleya or a pink Cadillac.  There being 
some consternation about the meaning of 
such a mixed message, he graciously opened 
the envelope and read out both the question 
and the answer.  Several members have 
apparently been reading and paying 
attention, because they were able to supply 
the correct answer.  Look for the answer and 
a new question in the Quiz Corner for this 
month.  
 

 
Paphiopedilum  ‘Judge Philip’  grown by Mike Clark  
 
Following a break for refreshments, raffle 
tickets, and socializing, Carlos Fernandez 
presented a most informative and interesting 
program on mounting orchids and other 
plants.  He showed and explained various 
mounting materials, including tree fern, cork 
bark, and grape vine.  He also demonstrated 
by mounting a small cattleya, a tillandsia, 
and a miniature dendrobium, explaining that 
the secret to successful mounting is to keep 
the plant moist by watering every couple of 
days while it establishes its roots and 
attaches itself firmly to the mounting 
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surface.  Everyone seemed to be encouraged 
to try mounting on their own, based on 
Carlos’ encouragement that it really is easy 
and an  especially effective method to grow 
certain types of orchids.  As one member 
wryly observed, "You don’t see many 
orchids in pots growing in the wild!" 
 

 
Unknown Phalaenopsis grown by Gunilla Trull 
 
The raffle was, as usual, a huge success.  
David and John very generously, and for the 
second time, supplied the plants for our 
raffle.  Every member who bought tickets 
went home with at least one new orchid.  
The plants were all large and healthy, and 
we appreciate their continuing dedication 
and donation tremendously.  They will be 
sorely missed when they leave for Mexico, 
but they’ll be watching the newsletter to see 
what we’re up to and be the southernmost 
branch of the Tallahassee Orchid Society. 
 

NEED A RIDE? 
 

If you need a ride to and from the meeting, 
or are willing to assist a member or 

members with transportation, please call Jo 
Ann at (850) 228-3399, day or evening. 
 
 

 
Oncidium ‘Gold Dust’ grown by Nancy Schildt 
 

FROM THE OVAL GREENH OUSE… 
 
I am  both humbled and excited by the 
opportunity I have been given to serve you 
as your new president.  Even though my 
mother and I are new to orchids, we share a 
profound love for these amazing plants.  The 
executive board you have elected is a 
talented and dynamic group, and we are 
making plans for a fun-filled, productive, 
and rewarding year.  We hope to have 
programs and activities that will interest and 
benefit all of our members, from the most 
experienced growers to the newest orchid 
nuts (myself included).  It is our intention to 
have a program, a raffle, and a refreshment 
table at every meeting.  Please let us know 
your ideas, not only for programs but for 
any other aspect of the club.  As you know, 
this is our club, and it can be just as 
outstanding as we all seek to make it.  
During the next couple of months we will be 
working diligently with Pam Stevens, our 
show chairman, to stage our show.  Please 
offer us your ideas and your help; we will be 
calling on our members to make this show 
the best ever.  I want to challenge you to 
make a contribution of your time and talent, 
bring a friend to a meeting, and help us 
make the club all it can be.  In closing, I 
want to express a heartfelt thanks to both 
David and John for their service and 
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dedication throughout the last year.  We 
walked into our first meeting as strangers, 
with only the most limited knowledge and 
understanding of orchids.  We now have a 
new circle of friends, a whole new 
vocabulary, and 100+ healthy, happy 
orchids.  Thank you, David and john, we’ll 
certainly miss you when you leave, but we 
wish you all good things in Mexico. 
   Happy blooming,  
   Charlie 
 

ORCHID OFFERINGS  
 
ORCHIDS FOR SALE-Many different varieties and 
more than 500 plants to choose from, many in bloom 
or in spike. For further information contact John 
McKinnon at (850) 379-8220 or 
piperjohnmckinnon@hotmail.com. 
 
FOR SALE-Three white ladies crinolines, size 8. 
Two gently worn, one brand new.  Perfect under a 
wedding dress, formal, or for a costume. All three for 
$15. Contact Jo Ann @ (850) 228-3399. 
 
GROW LIGHT RACKS-Three rolling grow light 
racks, each holds 4-48" fluorescent tubes-good 
condition, may need new tubes- $150 each. Contact 
Glenn Sponholtz @ (850) 562-0829. 
 
FREE FOR THE ASKING-I have extra nice clean 
gallon distilled water jugs.  They’re great to keep 
your orchid water in so that it is always at room 
temperature to avoid shock.  Let me know if you’d 
like me to bring you some to the next meeting.  Jo 
Ann 
 
DOSKOCIL SKY KENNEL-Large kennel holds pet 
up to 50 lbs-dimensions 27x21x20.  Cost new $100, 
sell for $25. Contact Jo Ann @ (850) 228-3399. 
 
Let the Society help you reclaim your garage. Submit 
your ads, they need not be orchid-related, to Jo Ann 
at jaicleve@peaceablekingdoms.com. 
  

 
 

TIP OF THE L IP 
 

(Listen up, Steve, this one’s for you and 
Miya!) 
 
For a quart spray bottle: 

1 teaspoon Murphy’s Oil Soap  
1 teaspoon vegetable-based cooking oil 
1 Tablespoon lemon juice 
Fill bottle with half water and half rubbing 
alcohol 

 
For a gallon: 

1/2 cup Murphy’s Oil Soap 
2 Tablespoons vegetable-based cooking oil 
Juice of one large lemon 
Fill with half water and half rubbing 
alcohol 

 
I have used this formula with great success 
and without any damage to the orchids.  It is 
especially effective on mealy bugs (listening 
Steve?) because you can spray it right into 
the crowns and crevices of the plants where 
they hide and are almost impossible to get at 
with q-tips.  The alcohol kills them, and also 
makes it evaporate quickly enough so that it 
doesn’t cause crown rot.  Because of the oil 
soap, the contents will separate, so be sure to 
shake thoroughly before you use it.  Plants 
should be sprayed every three days for two 
to three weeks, until all evidence of insects 
is gone.  Don’t forget to check and spray the 
underside of leaves, as well.  (Now, Steve, 
go out to the greenhouse and zap those nasty 
little critters!) 

Q  U  I  Z 
There is an International Orchid Stamp Club in 
Australia.  How many postage stamps have been 
issued worldwide featuring orchids? 
 
Get the answer at the February meeting, Thursday, 
the 11th, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
January ’s Question - What is the largest genera of orchids 
and approximately how many species are there?  Answer - 
Bulbophyllum at 2,000, followed by Epidendrum at 1,500, 
Dendrobium at 1,400, and Pleurothallis at 1,000. 
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WHAT’S BLOOMIN G
 

 

Vuylstekeara ‘Mem. Mary Kavanaugh’ AM/AOS 
grown by Mike Clark 
 

Oncidium ‘Sharry Baby’  grown by Carlos 
Fernandez 
 

Calanthe vestita grown by Charlie and Jo Ann 
Cleveland from the Ralph Dougherty Collection 
 

Oncidium ‘Pacific Sunrise’  grown by 
Mike Clark 
 

Vanda sanderiana grown by 
Carlos Fernandez 
 

Oncidium Rosy Sunset 
’Rosebud’  grown by Charlie 
and Jo Ann Cleveland 
 

Sophronitis cernua grown by Ann 
Prescott 
 


