March2010

NEXT MEETING:
Date:

Time:

Location:

PROGRAM:
Prenter:
Other Activities:

OTHER EVENTS:

Date April 3 through April 10, 2010
Location: See Announcement at the
Tallahassee Orchid Socigty Ofehid,
Date: April 17 and 18,2010  f "’,ﬂ;"; ’.L':'
Location: Doyle Conner AgriculturaliCentg€a
y g %?y;‘t e
It was an evening that made us all pfoud tp A
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be Floridians when the Tallahassee Orchid
Society held its March meeting. We metither |
second Thursday again due to a scheduling
conflict, but we will again be meetintpe
first Thursday in April. President Chad
Plachy welcomed everyone and thanked
them for their attendance. Glenn Sponholtz
reported on the preparations for the display
at the Jacksonville orchid show. Pam
Stevens will be going over for the weekend
and to help set up, and Charlie and Jo Ann
Cleveland will be there on Sunday to help
dismantle and pack up. Members were
asked to loan their orchids in bloom to be
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Pam Stevens reported on the plans for our
show. It will be open from 10 to 5 on
Saturday and Sunday, April7 and 18;
judging will be Saturday from 8 to 10. The
show will again be held at the Doyle Conner
Agricultural Center on Capital Circle SE.

Pam requested assistance from the members

to provide foodfor our vendors. There will

be plenty of work to go around, and all of
our members were encouraged to volunteer
to assist at the show. She said things seem
to be falling into place, and has appreciated
everyone’s help.

President Charlie Plachy concludeithe

business portion of the meeting by
recognizing David Horton and John
McKinnon for their hard work and

dedication during the past year. David
stepped into the breach to serve us as
president,ably assisted by Johrand has
done a great job of keeping the club together
and noving forward. Explaining that they
probably didn't need one more thing to pack
for their upcoming move to Mexico, Charlie
presented David with a gift card to be used
as they please. There was a warm round of
appreciativaapplausdor all their efforts.

Jo Ann Cleveland presented the Quiz Corner
guestion and answer. David Horton got it
right again (that turkey hasn't missed one
yet!). We think maybe he might be writing
the answers on his cuffs before the meeting!
You can find the answer and the newifu
Corner question later in the newsletter.

When the meeting adjourned for
refreshments, we were treated to an
outstanding St. Patrick’'s Day table. Pam

Reed and Christy Gray outdid themselves
with a spread of everything green, including
an exceptionallelicious punch. Members
especially enjoyed the avocado dip and
chips while catching up with the news from
everyone. We were all delighted to have
David andRobbie McCoy with us agairge
sure to check out he picture of the gorgeous
plant they brought.

Following the great refreshments and
socializing, Pam Stevens held the raffle.
Esposito’s generously made it possible for
us to raffle §ohalaenopsi®rchids; all of the
plants were in beautiful condition and very
healthy. Jo Ann Cleveland reported that
Ralph Espsito is anxious to work with the
Society and help us any way he can. He has
askedfor a list of suppliesthat we would
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like for him to carry so that he can set up an
area in his store specifically for orchid
growers. Jo Ann will be compiling the list,
so let her know what you would like to see.
Mr. Esposito will also be passing along -out
of-bloom orchids as he has them available
for us to use in our raffles.Prior to our
show, Jo Ann will be presenting a program
at Esposito’s on growing orchids without
fear. She will be encouraging those
attending to visit our show and hopefully
join the Society. An anonymous member
donated four lovely display pots that were
also in the raffle, and were much appreciated
by the winners.

Following the raffle, Prem Sudhmanyam
presented a spellbinding slideshow program
on the wild orchids of Florida.Prem is a
true  expert, having studied and

photographed Florida’s wild orchids for
much of his life. Prem’s photos were
amazing in their clarity, minute detail, and
overdl quality. He is truly an artist with a
camera. We were all proud indeed to be
Floridians when we realized how very
widespread and gorgeous our native orchids
are. Even though some of us were aware of
the fact that 75% of all the orchids in the
United States are found in Florida, not many
of us realized that they are literally all
around uson the roadsides, in the vacant lot
down the street, and possibly even in the
backyard! This program was an exceptional
learning experience, and made everyone
present want to know more about native
Florida orchids. It also made us look
forward to our show next month, which
focuses on the ecology and preservation of
our native orchids.

Ul Z

APRIL QUESTION

mammal species?

Get the answer at thpril 1 meeting.

dNdOODO

MARCH QUESTION

What is the ratio between the number of
orchid species and the number aidband

Which orchid has the largest flowers? The
cattleya Gigas, more cortgc C.
warscewiczii, which has flowers up to 12
inches across, and flower spikes bearing as
many as 10 of these huge blooms at a time.
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THE JACKSONVILLE ORCHID SHOW

The Jacksonville Orchid Show was held
March 20and 21 at the Jacksonville Garden
Club on Riverside Avenue, right on the bank
of the St. Johns River. Glenn and Martha
Sponholtz most ably spearheaded our
presentation effort. They were assisted
during the installation by Pam Stevens, and
during the disrantling and packing by Pam,
along with Charlie Plachy and Jo Ann
Cleveland. Our display won second place!!

It was also gorgeouwery artistically
arranged and filled with beautiful plants.
Greaest appreciation is extended to Mike
Clark, Walt Wager,Al Burke, and Glenn
and Marthawho all loaned beautiful orchids
to make the display a success. @uociety
should be extremely proud of this display; it
reflected extremely well on owBociety as a
whole. Thank you, Glenn and Martha for
putting it all together, and to Pafor being
such a great assistant! We were able to set a
new record in dismantling and packing the
display in only 37 minutes! You better
believe it took a whole lot longer than that to
put it ud
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FROM THE OVAL GREENHOUS E...

You have all made me so proud to be your
president during the last few weekkcarit
even begin tdell you how it inspires me to
see the way ou®ociety works together and
makes things happen. 'dtlike, "Oh, you
need a nice display at the Jacksonville
Show? No sweat!" And it really wasit a
sweat; when we got to the show on Sunday
afternoon we found the mostorgeous
display imaginable When we asked Glenn
where he got all thoskeautiful orchids, he
said, "Just made a few phone calls." And
that reallyis the way our members are: have
a problem, need g make a phone call
Thank you all for the hard workn both
Jacksonville and our own show. | have
every confidence that We make a few
phone calls and have a show to remember.
Special thanks, again, to those who
generously loaned theiblooming orchids.
Everyone in this society makes me really
proud to say Im from the Tallahassee
Orchid Society!

Charlie
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ORCHID OFFERINGS

ORCHIDS FOR SALE-Many different
varieties and more than 500 plants to choose
from, many in bloom or in spike. Fdurther
information contact John McKinnaat (850)
3798220 or
piperjohnmckinnon@hotmail.com.

GROW LIGHT RACKSThree rolling grow
light racks, each hold€-48" fluorescent
tubesgood condition, may need new tubes
$150 each. Contact Glenn Sponholtz @
(850) 5620829.

FREE FOR THE ASKING have extra nice
clean gallon distilled water jugs. They're
great to keep your orchid water in so that it
is always atroom temperature to avoid
shock. Let me know if you'd like me to
bring you some to the next meeting. Jo Ann

Let the Society help you reclaim your
garage. Submit your adthey need not be
orchid-related to Jo Ann at
jaicleve @peaceablekingdoms.com.

Jacksonville Vendor Displays
MEMBER NEWS

The last we heard about Don Perudse had
experienced a setback in his expected bone
marrow transplant He still has a perfect
match donor, however, and expetdsmove
forward with the procedure as soas the
doctors are satisfied with his progress.

BollopetalumMidnight Blue‘ Cardinals Roost

THE TIP OF THE LIP

With the advent of warm weathdwe're
hoping and praying it really is coming after
this winter!), most of us will be repotting,
spraying, cleaning out the greenhousand
generally doing some basic housekeeping on
our orchid collections.If your orchids have
outgrown your spacéand whose haven?),

this is a good time to review your collection
with a critical eye.

Orchids, you know, are like velcro they
tend to stick to you and follow you home.
No one knows that better than I.ddrhis
time last yearCharlie and | did not own a
single orchid. We are now approaching
175! As beginners, we are stidlarning new
things every day about orchidsand
probably acquiring some that waordo well
in our climate. Wa&e keeping our fingers
crossed, because so far 'wee had great
success with everything we tried
Beginnets luck,no doubt!

But for the experienced grower, orchids,
unlike diamonds, are not forevewWhen you
sort andrepot your collection this spring,
consider which ones to keep and which ones
to share to make room in your collection for
new additims. There is a fairlgimple rule

of thumb to do that, believe it or notTake

up each plant in turn and apply the "wow"
test. If the orchid in your hand doésmake
you say "Wow!" every time it blooms, then
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consider replacing it with one that willlf
you do this,you will find that youare left
with a collection of outstanding orchids,
plants that make you smile when you teod t
them, and exquisite blooms thatke you
say "Wow!" every time they open a spike.

And what do you do with thethers? (I
would NEVER refer to an orchid as a
"reject” since so many of mine were
orphans seeking a good hdineThats the
easy and enjoyable part, because you have
wonderful options.You can always pass an
orchid along to a friend and fellow orchid
nut, he or she will be smiling for days! You
can aso list it for sale on eBay or bring it to
the Society for sale, piast butnot least,
you can donate it to the Society for the raffle
to raise money for our activitiesWhatever
alternatve you choose will improve your
collection while giving you more room to
work with, and give someone else the
opportunity to enjoy the orchid(s) that ditin
work for you anymore. Who knows, maybe

the one you pass along will be a major
"Wow!" for the lucky recipient!

NEED A RIDE?

If you need a ride to and from the meeting,
or are willing to assist a member or
members with transportation, please call Jo
Ann at (850) 228399, day or evening.

Jacksonville Vendor Displays

WHAT'S BLOOMING

Clockwise from Righ
Paphiopedilungrown by Ann
PrescottDendiobiumGolden

Aya grown by David& Robbie
McCoy, DendrobiumNiraporn
Baby Snowx Niraporn Maihime
grown by Ann Prescatt
Dendrobiumgrown by Charlie
Plachy,PaphiopedilumKevin's
Wine x Jolly Rodger grown by
Ann C Hare
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These sponsors support our Socaattivities with their donations and
assistance. When you are seeking orchids and/or supplies, lidease
sure to check with them firstThey will appreciate your patronage!



