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May 13, 2010(Once again this is the second Thursday

7:00pm
Location: UF Agricultural Extension Center

Paul Russell Road, Tallahassee
PROGRAM: Saving Orchids Stats At Home

The Conservation of North American Orchids
Presenter: American Orchid Society

Other Activities:

It was a productive, educational, and
thoroughly enjoyable evening when the
Tallahasse Orchid Society held its March
meeting. President Charlie Plachy called the
meeting to order, welcoming everyone and
reminding them that this was the final
meeting before the show. He asked Show
Chairman Pam Stevens to bring everyone up
to date on thel®w. She reported that a
couple of new vendors had been contracted,

Raffle, Refreshments, and Answer to the Quiz Corner

including Green Earth from Jacksonville.
She reminded us that this had been a wicked
winter, and orchid growers everywhere are
really feeling the pinch from astronomical
heating bills fo their greenhouses. She
passed around sigmp sheet for workers,
and reminded everyone that their help will
be needed for a successful show.

Glenn Sponholtz explained the sizes and
arrangements for the niches at the show. He
also reported that the judg are all lined up
and confirmed. Tallahassee Nurseries has
agreed to loan greenery for the show, and
Glenn reported that it will need to be picked
up on Thursday. Pam expressed concern
about the food and drinks that will be
needed for the vendors anddges. A
motion was passed to allow Pam to spend
Society funds as necessary to ensure
sufficient food and drinks. Members were
encouraged, however, to donate money or
food if they were able.



President Charlie Plachy presented the red,
second placeibbon from the Jacksonville
show to the membership, and recognized
Glenn and Martha Sponholtz for
spearheading the effort, with excellent
assistance from Pam Stevens. Charlie
encouraged everyone to take a look at the
pictures of the display featured irhet
February newsletter. He pointed out what
an awesome and beautiful display it was,
noting that all of us should be proud to have
been so well represented. Charlie also made
a special point of thanking all the members
who so generously loaned their bt
blooming orchids for the display.

Hybrid Dendrobiumgrown by Nancy Schildt

Martha and Glenn Sponholtz brought the
cards that are mailed out every year for the
show. It is a Society tradition that the
membership pitches in and gets the cards
ready at the meeting before the show. yrhe
passed out cards, return address labels,

address labels, and stamps to the members.
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Everyone seemed to really enjoy peeling and
pasting while visiting with the other
members. It was productive, and it was fun!

The bloom table was presented thisntin

by the ladies: Nancy Schildt and Jo Ann
Cleveland. It was an especially excellent
bloom table this month, with multiple colors
and varieties, made especially interesting by
the unusual orchids brought by Mike Clark.
Be sure to look at the picture$all the great
orchids our members are growing.

Leptotes bicologrown by Mike Clark

Before breaking for refreshments and more
socializing, Jo Ann Cleveland presented the
Quiz Corner. Prior to presenting the
guestion, however, Jo Ann asked that the
members make her job a little easiey
bringing a piece of paper each month with
the member’'s name and the name(s) of the
orchids for the bloom table. As you all
know, our orchids have Latin names that are
often very difficult to pronounce, much less
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spell, and the tags are often so dirtyda
smeary that they are evemore difficult to
read. So, do your secretary/newsletter editor
a sweet favor and bring the paperwork with
the orchids. That way, everyone will get
proper credit for their beautiful orchids, and
they will be correctly identied.

EpicattleyaRene MarquesTyler grown by Charlie
Plachy

It is with considerable glee that | must report
that David Horton was actually stumped
(can you believe it?) by the March Quiz
Corner. | offered to get him down on the
floor and check his cuffs, but he said not to
bother, that he didn't have due! By the
way, we were all just delighted to see David
looking so well at this meeting. He is back
to his old self, even if he didn't know the
answer! You can find the answer and the
new question in the Quiz Corner.

Trigonidium egertonianum(left) and Madevallia
infracta (right) grown by Mike Clark

David Horton and John McKinnohlessed
us once again with their amazing generosity

by providing plants for the raffle. What will
we ever do without them, and how do we
begin to thank them for all they have done
for us? Guess we’ll just have to make sure
we enjoy them while we can, @ret them
know how much we appreciate all they do
for us. Everyone who bought a ticket went
home with a new orchid to add to the
collection, and some were lucky enough to
get two!

We were once again spoiled by our
members who presented refreshmertis t
month. Ruth Miller, cheerfully assisted by
husband Jim, sent us all to Nirvana with her
soft, gooey, luscious brownies. Wow! They
were just amazing! And to top off hesur

de force Ruth baked the most delicious
cookies with real butter. No wonde
everyone was smiling!

Following those outstanding refreshments,
everyone settled down to enjoy the program,
"What are Orchids?" This slide program
was created by a member of the educational
committee of the American Orchid Society.
Despite the blanditte, it is a fascinating
look at the diversity and reproductive tricks
of orchids. The slides were exceptionally
well done, very clear and sharp with
amazing detail. President Charlie Plachy
read the accompanying script while the
members followed alongscrutinizing the
slides. Even the really experienced growers
found the program interesting and
worthwhile. Following the program, Charlie
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reminded everyone that they will be needed
in some capacity to help with the show, and
to make sure that all theiriénds and family
members attend.

THE 2010 TALLAHASSEE ORCHID
SOCIETY ORCHID SHOW

Wow, what a terrific show! The Society
probably made a little money, the members
all went home broke (but with tons of great
orchids), and the vendors seemed to be
satisfed with their sales. What more can
you ask for? Oh, right, it was also gorgeous,
we had excellent attendance, a truly
outstanding display from our friends in
Jacksonville, and everyone seemed to have a
great time. And one moreery important
detail: ®dhn McKinnon (assisted by David
Horton, no doubt), won aAOS Award of
Merit for the simply incredibleattleyathat
was in their niche!'! The orchid is"Lucy
Mae 'New River' AM/AOS." It garnered 80
points, but it looked like a hundred; the
bloom was solarge andso perfect that it
didn’t look real.

Cattleyalucy Mae‘New Riverfour award winner--
and now AM/AOS- grown by John McKinnon

Thanks seem inadequate for the dedicated
members who worked so well together and
made this great show happen. At the helm
was Show Chairman Pam Stevens, assisted
by Glenn and Martha Sponholtz, David and
Robbie McCoy, and Becky Lyons. Their
collective dedication and hard work coupled

with their knowledge of AOS rules, judging,
and requirementsvere key to bringinghe
show tosuccessfufruition. Nancy Schildt
seemed to be helping everywhere, and her
huskand Bill handles a loaded cart like an
expert. Mike Clarkand Teresa Coategere

in evidence all weekend lending a hand.
When clearup time came, Carlos Fernandez
was seen wielding a mean vacuum cleaner,
while Jeff Ard gave us a hand with some of
the heay lifting, and Jim Miller was spied
helping to load the plants to go back to
Tallahassee Nurseries.The result was a
show we can all be proud of, and a great big
thank you is extended to our vendors, all of
our participating members,Tallahassee
Nurseries for the loan of the plantghe
Jacksonville Orchid Society for a kneokit
display covered with blue ribbonand the
orchid lovers who came to the show and left
with armloads of stunning orchids.

The stuming display mounted by our friends from
the Jacksonville Orchid Society.

Displaymountedby new vendoiKenny Hicks.
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Vendors display monted by Rolf Wilhelm of
Woodland Orchids.

NEED A RIDE?

If you need a ride to and frothe meeting,

or are willing to assist a member or
members with transportation, please call Jo
Ann at (850) 228399, day or evening.

Display by new vendor Green Earth Nursery of
Jacksonville.

Vendors display by Plait la Orqudea, Rafael
Romero.

Outstanding and popular educational
developed by Lyn Bugbee on repotting.

display

Sale booth ofEd andLyn Bugbee of Featherstone
Orchids.

FROM THE OVAL GREENH OUSE...

Well, you all proved it again. What an
incredible show! Since | am new to the
Sodety, | have nothing to compare this one
to, except to say that | thought the show was
outstanding and completely successful in
every respect. When it really counted, the
members showed up and the work got done.
Thank you, each and every one, not only fo
the excellent work, but for the cheerful,
helpful attitudes. Now we can relax a little
and enjoy the rest of our year; however, if
you have constructive suggestions to offer
for the next show, please pass them along.
As terrific as it was, nothing isver perfect,
and we are always open to your ideas.
Speaking of ideas, I'm sure you won’t mind
if we pass the collection plate at the next



What is the ratio between the number of orc
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meeting to pay for the carload of orchids we
bought at the show!);
Charlie

Sales booth of Green Ea Nursery of Jacksville,
Tom Aaron.

ORCHID OFFERINGS

ORCHIDS FOR SALE Many different varieties and
more than 500 plants to choose from, many in bloom
or in spike. For further information contact John
McKinnon at (850) 378220 or
piperjohnmckinnon@hotmail.com.

GROW LIGHT RACKS- Three rolling grow light
racks, each holds -48" fluorescent tubegood
condition, may need new tube$150 each. Contact
Glenn Sponholtz @ (850) 563829.

FREE FOR THE ASKING | have extra nice clean
gallon distilled water jugs. Theyre great to keep
your orchid water in so that it is always at room
temperature to avoid shock. Let me know if you'd
like me to bring you some to the next meeting. Jo
Ann

Let the Society help you reclaim your garage. Submit
your adsthey need not be orchiglated to Jo Ann
at jaicleve@peaceablekingdoms.com.

May Question:
What species of orchid produces male flow
on one plant and female flowers on anoth
Find aut the answer at the next meeting M
13!

April Answer.

species and the number of bird and mam

Blc. Hunabu Victory‘Brenda Havenor grown by
Ann Prescott.

THE TIP OF THE LIP

ANTS.
PANTS
IMPROMPTU DANCE.

Yes, irdeed, it's the time of the year when
we’re all busy repotting our beautifully
growing orchids and possibly dealing with
ants in our pants, er, pots. The ants
themselves do relatively minor damage to
the plants, but the anthemselvescan be
highly unpleasant to @ with, especially in
the South where we are likely to have fire
ants. Fire ants can actually be dangerous for
those who are allergic to insect bites, and at
the least are extremely painful and
unpleasant for everyone else. Ants are
opportunistic, andtiis much easier for them
to nest in the nice loose medium of an
orchid pot than to dig in our hard clay.

If you encounter an infested pot, put it down
immediately then transfer it to a shady
location, preferably wearing glovedrepare

a soak of a gadih of water with one cup of
liquid dishwashing soap or insecticidal soap.
Pour half of the gallon slowly through the
pot, and usesome ofthe remainder in a
spray bottle to spray the pot and leaves t
catch anythattry to escape.This is the first
stepof the treatment, and it will not kill all
of the ants, but will kill all that come in

species? Orchid species are about 4 time
number of bird and mammal species combin
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direct contact with the solution. The pot
should remain in the shady location so that
the leaves do not burn frothe sun shining
through the water droplets. Leave fha in
place for about one hour.

After the hour has passed, pour the
remainder of the solution into a bucket,
adding enough water and soap to sulgmer
the pot (not the foliage). Again, handle the
pot carefully as it will still have live ants in

it. Submerge the pot in the bucket and leave
it for 15 minutes. Keep the spray bottle
handy for any that try to escape by climbing
up the foliage.

Once the treatment is complete, flush the pot
thorouglly with clear water to remove the
soap and the chemicdlse ants create when
they nest. Once the pot has dried, it can
safely be moved back into a sunnier location
and handled as needed

IT OUT

We've found a couple of websites we
thought you would all find worthwhile. The
first one is really exciting. This site enables
you to enter a location or zip code to bring
up orchid societies, growers, or events in
that area. Our Society issted, and we
made sure that our recent show was listed.
This site could be a real asset for those who
travel and have thehanceto take advantage
of orchid opportunities in other parts of the
country. The website is
http://orchidmap.com/ Check it out!

...and for all of our animal lovers (and who
isn't?), we have found a site that provides
food to animal shelters for homeless
animals. It employs a really novel concept:
every time someone clicks on their witdps
their advertisers donate a set amount to be
distributed to animal shelters, specifically .6
bowls of food. Best of all, if you sign up
they will send you an email reminder each

day to do your click. It doesn't cost you
anything but a few seconds tgo to a
website and enter your click to feed
homeless pets. You can checkt dbeir
website at
http://www.theanimalrescuesite.cony/ this
group is legitmate and they do great work.

Marmalade, our resident Orchid Care Consultant,
(and a rescue himselfls checking out the floor of
the new shade house for stability

Niche by Mike Clark.

Niche byDavid Horton and John McKinnon.



Niche by Mike Clark.

Niche by Carlos Fernandez.

Niche by Jeff Ard.
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Displayby Kenneth Johnson.

Display by Teresa Coates.

New vendor Kenny Hicks (theewboys from
Jacksonville were so$awe never got a shot of
them).
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WHAT’'S BLOOMING

Restrepia antennifer(L) and
Mormolyca ringengR) grown
by Mike Clark

ColmanaraWildcat
‘Doris (L) and
Epidendrum_akeview
Yellow Splash
(Below) grown by
Charlie Plachy

UnknownTolumniagrown
by Ann Prescott

Dendrobium aggregatuigrown by Encyclia oncidoidegrown by
David and Robbie McCoy Steve an&Kathy Wilson
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These sponsors support our Society activities with their donations
and assistance. When you are seeking orchids asujiplies,

please be sure to check with them firshey will appreciate your
patronage!



