
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

 
NEXT MEETING:  
Date:    July 8, 2010 (Second Thursday this month!) 
Time:   7:00pm 
Location:  UF Agricultural Extension Center 
   615 Paul Russell Road, Tallahassee 
PROGRAM:   Orchids of Mexico 
Presenter:  American Orchid Society 
Other Activities: Refreshments, Plant Auction, and Answer to the Quiz Corner 
 

 

 
 
It was an evening of learning and laughter as 
the Tallahassee Orchid Society held their 
June meeting.  The attendance was great, as 
friendships were revisited and acquaintances 
renewed.  President Charlie Plachy 
welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing 
out Tom Aaron of Green Earth Nursery and 
thanking him for taking the time to be with 
us.  In answer to a question, Charlie 

confirmed that our next meeting dates are 
July 8, August 12, and September 9, all 
second Thursdays.  Consultation with Dana 
Gibbs, the Agricultural Center Office 
Manager, did reveal that the second 
Thursday would work much more reliably 
for both them and us.   
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Charlie turned the meeting over to Jo Ann 
Cleveland for consideration of a request 
received from the Vallarta Orchid Society in 
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.  They are in the 
process of creating a conservatory and 
botanical garden dedicated to the twelve 
hundred plus orchid species native to 
Mexico, and asked that we consider making 
a donation to assist them with the project.  
There was considerable discussion following 
a motion and second that the donation be 
made.  Mike Clark stated that if we were 
going to make a donation to anyone it 
should go to the judges center, as AOS is in 
a real bind for money.  More discussion 
followed; in answer to a question concerning 
our recent donation of $200 to the judges 
center, it was said to be for a past amount 
due.  Mike Clark amended the motion to 
include a donation of $100 to the judges 
center and $25 to the Mexico project, and 
the motion carried.   
 

 
Ascocentrum miniatum grown by Carlos Fernandez. 
 
The Quiz Corner managed to stump even 
David the Champ this month!  
Understandably, the members were 
confused as to the difference between an 
ecosystem and a geographical location.  
Check out the answer in the Quiz Corner, 
and put on your thinking cap for the new 
puzzler this month.  David still retains 
bragging rights, as no one else got the 
correct answer either. 
 
 
 

 
Blc. Fortune Golden Throne x Blc. Plum Pretty 
‘BlackMagic’  grown by Ann Prescott. 
 
Jo Ann also reminded the members to study 
the Carter and Holmes catalogue and 
prepare their wish lists.  By placing an order 
for a total of only $200, members receive a 
25% discount on their orders.  The order 
form can be found at the end of the 
newsletter, and members are urged to fill out 
their forms and bring the form and check to 
the July meeting.  If you want to place an 
order but are unable to be with us for the 
July meeting, please send your order form 
and check to Jo Ann Cleveland at 5700 
Mossy Top Way, Tallahassee 32303.  
Checks should be made payable to 
Tallahassee Orchid Society, as we have to 
send one check from our treasury to qualify 
for the discount. 
 

 
Potinara Flash Eyes ‘Summer Resort’  claimed by 
Robbie McCoy (see below). 
 
The bloom table was once again exceptional 
this month, with a gorgeous variety of 
shapes, colors, and genera of orchids.  David 
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McCoy and Carlos Fernandez skillfully 
presented the orchids, while Robbie McCoy 
generously claimed ownership of every 
plant.  You’ve heard of the little boy who 
cried wolf?  No one believed her when her 
own orchid was presented!  There was a 
great round of laughter when she tried to 
convince us that it really was her orchid!  
Who says raising orchids is a serious 
undertaking; at our June meeting it sounded 
like a whole lot of fun! 
 

 
 
Gunilla Trull treated us to a table full of 
delightful refreshments, including cupcakes, 
crackers, nuts, etc.  The sweet, ripe 
cantaloupe was a special treat, and the icy 
drinks hit the spot on such a hot day.  A 
good many people made more than one trip 
to the table, and for good reason.  Thank you 
for such a great spread, Gunilla! 
 

 
 
The break was a little longer than usual, as 
Charlie struggled to convince the laptop and 
projector that they really did want to work 

together, while members bought most of the 
plants Tom Aaron brought with him.  His 
plants were beautiful and healthy as always, 
and the blooming phalaenopses were 
stunning.  After the laptop and projector 
settled their differences, Tom presented a 
program on orchid culture for North Florida; 
he holds degrees in both landscape design 
and horticulture.  It was fascinating to hear 
him explain his operation at Green Earth 
Nursery, including the work he does in 
landscape design (interior and exterior) and 
growing techniques.  He also explained the 
basic techniques and approaches we should 
be using in our own orchid growing.   
 
Always polite and exceptionally affable, 
Tom said that  he loves to get questions 
from the hobbyists growing orchids, and 
truly enjoys answering them, including 
doing occasional research for difficult 
questions.  One of his regular morning 
chores is answering his email, and he always 
looks forward to new questions.  You can 
send Tom your questions at  
tom@greenearthnursery.net.   
 
Perhaps indicative of the value of this 
program was the remark from one of our 
regular members that she now felt very 
reassured about how she was handling her 
orchids and had much more confidence in 
herself and her ability.  Best of all, when she 
has a question, Tom is only a quick email 
away! 
 
 

 



Page 4 of 9 

FROM THE OVAL GRE ENHOUSE… 
 
I sincerely hope that all of you enjoyed Tom 
Aaron’s program as much as I did.  Many of 
the vendors and others involved in orchids 
charge a speaking fee to present a program 
to an orchid society, even though it is a 
program that they have already developed 
and presented numerous times.  These 
speaking fees often run in the hundreds of 
dollars; on top of that, they expect to bring 
their plants and other materials to sell.  I 
didn’t want to embarrass Tom by bringing it 
up at the meeting, but he did not charge us 
anything for taking the time to come over 
and present this program.  Better yet, he 
explained that he never charges an orchid 
society for a program, because he feels that 
it is one of the ways he can give back to the 
customers he serves and the orchid industry 
as a whole.  What an outstanding attitude!  
To top it off, he has donated plants to be 
auctioned at our July meeting.  Save your 
mad money! 
 
I was really proud that so many of us bought 
plants from him and made his trip 
worthwhile.  If you have wondered why we 
don’t have more speakers for our programs, 
that’s the reason; there just aren’t enough 
Tom Aarons in the orchid world!  However, 
if you know of a speaker you would like us 
to invite, or have a program idea, please let 
us know and we’ll work on it to the best of 
our ability and finances. 
 
Speaking of programs, we do have our next 
several programs lined up.  Since we have 
just made a contribution to the group in 
Mexico creating the conservatory for 
Mexican orchids, we have lined up an AOS 
program on the orchids of Mexico for our 
July meeting.  Our August meeting will 
feature another AOS program, this one on 
vanda hybrids.  I’m really looking forward 
to that one myself; so far our vandas seem to 
be wildly happy in the new shade house.  
September will see the return of an old 
friend, old only in acquaintance, I should 

add.  Ed Bugbee will be here to present a 
program on fertilizer.  That’s a subject you 
can never know too much about where 
orchids are concerned.  We have already 
asked him to bring plants, and we will 
contact him in advance to see if he can send 
us a pre-order list the way Tom did. 
 
Just remember, our orchids love our climate, 
even if we sometimes don’t!  Try to stay 
cool and I’ll see you again on July 8; have a 
safe and happy Fourth of July. 
 

Charlie 
 
 

 
Cattleya Mossiae x Epidendrum tampense grown by 
Mike Clark. 
 

If you love terrific new cattleya hybrids, we 
strongly recommend Fender’s Flora.  The 
plants we received from them recently were  
outstanding:  extremely large and healthy, 
and just perfect in every respect!  They have 
a special offer of a free orchid with an order 
through June 28-shipping a flat $15 on any 
order-go to http://www.fendersflora.com. 
 

 
IT OUT  

 
Slc. Fire Lighter 
grown by Jo Ann 
Cleveland. 
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Paphiopedalum Bel Royal grown by David and 
Robbie McCoy. 
 

THE TIP OF THE LIP  
 
It’s early summer, even though it feels like 
late August in the Okefenokee Swamp, and 
many of us are enjoying the wonderful ripe 
fruit that is now available.  In addition to the 
ubiquitous bananas, you may well have a 
bowl in your kitchen with peaches, plums, 
apricots, grapes, etc.  Fresh fruit of almost 
any variety is not only delicious, but very 
good for you.  Where is this lesson on diet 
leading, you ask?  To the clash between 
orchids and ripe fruit. 
 
Let me explain.  Ripe fruit gives off a 
substance called ethylene gas.  You have 
come in contact with it many times, even if 
you’re not aware of it.  Virtually all of the 
bananas, as well as a few other fruits, that 
are sold in this country are shipped in totally 
green.  Before they are reloaded for delivery 
to your local supermarket, they are run 
through a chamber where they are gassed 
with ethylene gas.  The ethylene gas 
treatment causes the fruit to ripen very 
quickly, so that by the time it reaches your 
store it is at a perfect stage of ripeness for 
you to eat.   
 
Now that we have ripe bananas, where are 
the orchids?  Like many of you, I usually 
have blooming orchids in my kitchen.  It is 
the brightest room in my home, and the one 
where we are most likely to see and enjoy 

our orchids on a regular basis.  Here’s the 
problem:  The ethylene gas that is given off  
by ripe fruit is a near death knell for your 
orchid blooms.  The flowers of your orchid 
are highly sensitive to ethylene gas, and if 
you have an orchid in bloom near a bowl of 
ripe fruit, even sometimes just in the same 
room, your orchid will almost certainly lose 
its flowers and buds prematurely.  The gas 
doesn’t damage the plant in any way, but it’s 
a certain early death for the flowers.   
 
Solution:  Keep the fruit bowl in the den, far 
away from the orchids, or vice-versa! 

 
 

MEMBER NEWS UPDATE 
 

We have received this latest information 
concerning Don Perusse; it explains his 
condition.  Information on sending your 
good wishes follows this information.   
 
Good afternoon, friends and family!!  
This is Dene, Don's daughter, and I first 
apologize for failing to update this 
journal entry sooner.  My Dad is still in 
the hospital at Emory after his bone 
marrow transplant on the 5th of May.  As 
you may have guessed, there have been 
some rather severe complications.  Any 
patient with donated marrow runs the 
risk of adverse effects wherein the new 
immune system, as represented by the 
marrow, may turn on the patient and 
attack various parts of the body.  This 
phenomenon is called "Graft Versus Host 
(GVH) Disease".  Every patient 
experiences different levels of GVH in 
varying and differing parts of the body.  
With my Dad, the GVH has affected his 
intestines, causing problems with kidney 
functions and pockets of fluid build up 
around the lungs.  In addition, he has 
(hopefully temporarily) lost a good 
portion of his vision and hearing.  Though 
the vision and hearing are not as 
medically important as his kidney and 
lungs, they are, as you may imagine, the 
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most frustrating for my Dad.  Because of 
these issues, he can't use the computer 
and hasn't been able to talk on the 
phone.  
 
That all being said, I want you all to know 
that my father has maintained his good 
spirits and, even on occasion, he can still 
prove ornery when he so desires  :o)  I 
also want you all to know that he is aware 
of all of your thoughtful prayers, well-
wishes, concerns, love and support, and 
all of this is motivating him to fight very 
hard to beat these challenges.  He has 
instructed me to promise you all that he 
WILL update this journal entry himself 
SOON once he is home!  So, thank you all 
for your prayers – keep those good 
vibrations coming my Dad’s way.  God 
Bless . . . 
 
You can contact Don through Caring Bridge 
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/donaldper
usse.  If you would like to send a card, this 
is the new address for Don & Suzie: 3790 
Bonny Rigg Trail NE, Roswell, GA 30075.  
He is in a tough situation right now, and he 
would love to hear from those of you who 
have made his acquaintance through the 
club.  Even if you haven’t had the pleasure 
of meeting him, as I haven’t, send your good 
wishes anyway and identify yourself as a 
member of the Society and tell him you’re 
looking forward to meeting him when he 
gets back on his feet.  I know it will brighten 
his day! 
 

 
Vanda Mimi Palmer grown by Carlos Fernandez. 

 

 
June Question: 

What is the only ecosystem in which orchids 
are not found?  

The question asked for the only ecosystem in 
which orchids do not exist.  An ecosystem is 

defined as "a system formed by the interaction 
of a community of organisms with their 

physical environment."  While orchids do not 
exist geographically only in Antarctica, that 
does not constitute an ecosystem.  Although 

many orchids do live in bogs, like many of the 
lady slipper orchids, to be considered truly 
aquatic, a plant must live in  the water, e.g. 

cattails, water hyacinths, and water lilies.  For 
confirmation, see the second paragraph of 

Buzzle. com on types of orchids.   
 

June Answer: 
Aquatics. 

 
 

July Question: 
How old is the oldest recorded orchid in 

cultivation, and where is it?   

Q  U  I  Z  
 

 
 
 
Bulbophyllum 
lobbii ‘Kathy’s 
Gold’  grown by 
Steve and Kathy 
Wilson 
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CARTER AND HOLMES ORDER FORM  

 
 

PLEASE BRING YOUR COMPLETED FORM AND CHECK TO THE JULY 
MEETING.  

 
 
Name____________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number (Day)________________________________ 
 
Phone Number (Evening)_____________________________ 
 
Email_____________________________________________ 
 
 
Item 
#___________Description______________________________Price_____________ 
Item 
#___________Description______________________________Price_____________ 
Item 
#___________Description______________________________Price_____________ 
Item 
#___________Description______________________________Price_____________ 
Item 
#___________Description______________________________Price_____________ 
Item 
#___________Description______________________________Price_____________ 
Item 
#___________Description______________________________Price_____________ 
Item 
#___________Description______________________________Price_____________ 
Item 
#___________Description______________________________Price_____________ 
Item 
#___________Description______________________________Price_____________ 

 
TOTAL______________ 

 
 
YOU MUST PAY (PREFERABLY BY CHECK) AT THE TIME YOU ORDER.  
THE ORDER WILL BE DELIVERED TO JO ANN CLEVELAND; SHE WILL 
CONTACT YOU BY PHONE AND/OR EMAIL TO ARRANGE FOR YOU TO 
PICK UP YOUR ORDER.  HAPPY SHOPPING!!!
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What’s Blooming 

Dendrobium 
tampenses florida x 
self grown by Mike 

Clark (far right) 
 

Bulbophyllum dennisii 
grown by Mike Clark 

(right) 

Paphiopedalum 
Vera Pellechia 
grown by Gunilla 
Trull. 

 
 
Wilsonara Tropic 
Breeze Everglades 
grown by Charlie 
Plachy. 
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These sponsors support our Society activities with their donations 
and assistance.  When you are seeking orchids and/or supplies, 
please be sure to check with them first.  They will appreciate your 
patronage! 

 
 
 

 
 
 


